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EXCERPTS FROM THE JOINT RULES OF THE MONTANA
SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (PROPOSED 2015)

CHAPTER 40
Legislation

40-20. Appropriation bills -- introduction in House -- feed bill. (1) All appropriation bills must originate
in the House of Representatives.

(2) Appropriation bills for the operation of the Legistature must be introduced by the chair of the
House Appropriations Committee.

40-50. Schedules for drafting requests and bill introduction. (1) The following schedule must be
followed for submission of drafting requests.

Request Deadline

5:00 P.M.

Legislative Day

General Bills and Resolutions 12
Revenue Bills , 17
Committee Bills and Resolutions 36
Committee Revenue Bills and Bills Proposing Referenda 62
Committee Bills implementing provisions 67

of a general appropriation act (companion bill)

(2) (a) A bill or resolution must be introduced at least 6 legislative days prior to the applicable transmittal
25 deadline as provided in Joint Rule 40-200 except for: ... :

40-200. Transmittal deadlines -- two-thirds vote requirement. (1) (a) A bill or amendment transmitted
after the deadline established in this subsection (1) may be considered by the receiving house only upon
approval of two-thirds of its members present and voting. If the receiving house does not so vote, the bill
or amendment must be held pending in the house to which it was transmitted.

(b) (i) A bill, except for an appropriation bill, a revenue bill, a bill proposing a referendum, an
interim study resolution, or amendments considered by joint committee, must be transmitted from one
house to the other on or before the 45th legislative day.

(i) Amendments, except to appropriation bills, committee bills implementing the general
appropriations bill, the revenue estimating resolution, interim study resolutions, bills proposing referenda,
and revenue bills, must be transmitted from one house to the other on or before the 73rd legislative day.

(c) (i) Revenue bills and bills proposing referenda must be transmitted to the other house on or
before the st 67th legislative day.

(i) Amendments to revenue bills and bills proposing referenda, received from the other house,
must be transmitted to the house of origin on or before the 82nd-80th legislative day.

(iii) A revenue bill is one that either increases or decreases revenue by enacting, eliminating,
increasing, or decreasing taxes, fees, or fine § : ise-changing-the ion
revenues.

(d) (i) Appropriation bills and any bill implementing provisions of a general appropriation bill must
be transmitted to the Senate on or before the 67th legisiative day. A fund transfer within the state treasury
is not an appropriation for purposes of this section.

(i) Senate amendments to appropriation bills must be transmitted by the Senate to the House on
.or before the 80th legislative day.
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